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1. Authority (vs. 712 °°

Never lose track of the
authority of Jesus.
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2. Faithfulness (vs. 713) '

Faithfulness in a hostile culture is
possible, but it must be guarded.
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3. Danger (vs. 14-15) °°

Small compromises create =
big spiritual blind spots.
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3. Danger (vs. 14-15)

-The compromise of allegiance
-The compromise of behavior
-The compromise of doctrine



Iruth doesn't adapt to
culture; cultture must

N T e o N
ANSVYWweEl tO tihutil.






\ AP (IS
=“ 0\ | - |
4. Repentance (vs. 16) °°

Repentance is how God lovingly -~
corrects drift before it becomes
ruin.
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9. Promise (vs. 77) °°

Anything surrendered for Christ
Is replaced with something better.
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; Lessons:

'1

1. A church can be brave and still be comprised.

2. Compromise (doctrine or moral) is often
subtle and progressive.

3. Tolerance is nhot the same as love.

4. We can never look the other way in areas of
purity (moral or doctrinal).

5. The greatest threat to the church isn’t
persecution, its assimilation.




We don’t isolate from culture.
We don’t imitate the culture.
We live distinct within culture.

Take Home Truths



. Where have | softened truth to avoid tension?

. What behaviors have | justified instead of
surrendered?

. What have | been explaining instead of
surrendering?

. What’s become “normal” that shouldn’t be?

. What voices have | allowed to shape my
convictions?

Take Home Truths
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Week Diaghostic Question
Ephesus (2:1-7) ........ Do | love Jesus as deeply as when | first
followed HIM?
Smyrna (2:8-11) ........ Am | faithful to God when obedience is
costly?

Pergamos (2:712-17)... Where am | tolerating compromise in
\truth or practice?

Thyatira (2:18-29) ...... Is my love matched by personal
holiness?

Sardis (3:7-6) ............ Am | spiritually alive—or just busy and
respectable?

Philadelphia (3:7-73)... ' Am | obeying God even when | feel weak?
Laodicea (3:74-22).... What am I relying on more than Christ?
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