
The King You Didn’t Expect



“HOSANNA!”
“Blessed is the King of Israel that 
comes in the name of the Lord.”  

John 12:13



BIG IDEA

Jesus is King 
but not the kind of king we 

naturally want



1. We want a King who fits our 
expectations (vv. 1-5).



“Thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you.” 



“Thorns and thistles it shall 
bring forth for you.” 

He wears what 
we caused.



If Jesus doesn’t meet 
your expectations, will 

you still trust Him?



Our disappointment with 
God is often rooted in 
expectations God never 
promised to meet.



2. We reject the King when He doesn’t 
match what we want (vv. 6-11).
•Jesus is not losing control – He is 

exercising it.
•This is not a tragedy spinning out of 

control – this is a Savior carrying out a 
plan.
•Just because God’s plan is painful 

doesn’t mean it’s not purposeful.



3. The King we rejected chose the 
cross to receive us (vv. 12-16).
•If Jesus isn’t your King, something 
else already is.
•Whatever you won’t surrender to 
Jesus is already ruling you.



excruciating
“out of the cross”



Isaiah 53

He was pierced for our transgressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities.

The chastisement that brought us peace 
was placed on Him.

And by His wounds we are healed.
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