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1. It is His house. 
“my house”
•This is God’s house, 
not ours. 



Praying first means I give 

God the right to redirect me.



Prayer is where 
our plans become 
surrendered plans.



1. It is His house. “my 
house”
•This is God’s house, not ours. 

2. It has a defining 
culture. “shall be 
called”  
•This is what His house 

should be known for. 



Our greatest danger may not 

be that we cannot do ministry.  

It may be that we learn to do 

ministry without God.



What I do first reveals 
what I trust most.



1.It is His house.   “my house”
•This is God’s house, not ours. 

2.It has a defining culture.   
“shall be called”  
•This is what His house should 

be known for. 
3.It has central priority.  “a 

house of prayer” 
•Nothing should crowd out 

communion with God.



We don’t pray because we are weak 
Christians. We pray because we have a 

strong Jesus.



1.It is His house.   “my house”
•This is God’s house, not ours. 

2.It has a defining culture.   
“shall be called”  
•This is what His house should 

be known for. 
3.It has central priority.  “a 

house of prayer” 
•Nothing should crowd out 

communion with God.





1. They had allowed religious 
activity to obstruct the 
people God wanted to draw 
near.  

2. God is not impressed with 
religious activity that leaves 
no room for God.

3. You must remove whatever 
has crowded God out.



1. It is His house.   “my house”
• This is God’s house, not ours. 

2. It has a defining culture.   “shall be 
called”  
• This is what His house should be 

known for. 
3. It has central priority.  “a house of 

prayer” 
• Nothing should crowd out 

communion with God.
4. It has a global invitation.  “for all 

the nations” 
• God is gathering people from all 

nations.



God’s house becomes a house 
of prayer when people from 
every background find a clear 
path to the presence of God.



Take Home Truths
• Stop acting like the owner of your house.  

Surrender what belongs to God. 
• Bring prayer into everything. Make “Have 

we prayed about this yet?” part of the 
culture of your home, group, and ministry.

• Clear away what has crowded God out. 
Establish a place and rhythm for seeking 
Him.

• Make room for others to draw near. Pray by 
name for people who need Jesus and be 
ready to welcome them.



We will PRAY FIRST 

because God comes first.
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