
It’s Never Too Late to Turn to Jesus



Big Idea:
It’s never too late to turn to 

Christ – because salvation has 
always been by grace alone. 

Luke 23:39-43



For what does it profit a man to gain 
the whole world and forfeit his soul? 
For what can a man give in return for 
his soul?

Mark 8:36-37



Core Gospel Teachings
1. Salvation is by GRACE alone.



Marks of Genuine Repentance:
•He admits guilt  – “We are receiving what we 

deserve.”
•He admits Jesus’ innocence  – “This man has 

done nothing wrong.”
•He fears God  – a recognition of accountability 

before a holy Judge.

Luke 23:39-43

“Jesus, remember me when 
you come into your kingdom.”



Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
hears my word and believes him who 
sent me has eternal life. He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed 
from death to life. John 5:24
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Core Gospel Teachings
1. Salvation is by GRACE alone.
2. Multiple false theories of salvation get 

destroyed here.
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Theories of Salvation
• Salvation by good works
• Salvation by religious rituals
• Salvation by baptism
• Salvation by moral improvement
• Salvation by purgatory
• Salvation by  church membership or 

sacraments
• Universalism (Everyone gets saved) 



Salvation in this story is by grace alone:
•Instant – “today”
•Certain – “you will”
•Personal – “be with me”
•Relational – “with me”
•Unmerited – (grace)
•Complete – “in paradise”

Luke 23:39-43



Core Gospel Teachings
1. Salvation is by GRACE alone.
2. Multiple false theories of salvation get 

destroyed here.
3. Grace works on God’s timeline, not your 

track record.



Not by works of righteousness that 
we have done, but according to His 
mercy he saves us.

Titus 3:5



Core Gospel Teachings
1. Salvation is by GRACE alone.
2. Multiple false theories of salvation get destroyed 

here.
3. Grace works on God’s timeline, not your track 

record.
4. Real faith is simple faith – but never shallow faith.
5. You can be seconds from eternity and still one 

prayer from salvation.
6. The thief’s story is not a loophole – it’s the picture of 

grace.



Take Home Truths:
1. You’re never too messed up for Jesus.
2. You’re never too late – but you are not 

guaranteed later.
3. Turn to Christ with honest, simple faith.
4. Don’t wait to “fix yourself.”
5. Live with humble gratitude.

Luke 23:39-43



Grace is for real sinners in 
real pain in real time.
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